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SUBCHAPTER A—GENERAL MANAGEMENT AND 
ADMINISTRATION

PART 500—GENERAL DEFINITIONS

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 301; 18 U.S.C. 3621, 3622, 
3624, 4001, 4042, 4081, 4082 (Repealed in part as 
to offenses committed on or after November 
1, 1987), 5006–5024 (Repealed October 12, 1984 
as to offenses committed after that date), 
5039; 28 U.S.C. 509, 510; 28 CFR 0.95–0.99.

§ 500.1 Definitions. 
As used in this chapter, 
(a) The Warden means the chief exec-

utive officer of a U.S. Penitentiary, 
Federal Correctional Institution, Med-
ical Center for Federal Prisoners, Fed-
eral Prison Camp, Federal Detention 
Center, Metropolitan Correctional Cen-
ter, or any federal penal or correc-
tional institution or facility. Warden 
also includes any staff member with 
authority explicitly delegated by any 
chief executive officer. 

(b) Staff means any employee of the 
Bureau of Prisons or Federal Prison In-
dustries, Inc. 

(c) Inmate means all persons in the 
custody of the Federal Bureau of Pris-
ons or Bureau contract facilities, in-
cluding persons charged with or con-
victed of offenses against the United 
States; D.C. Code felony offenders; and 
persons held as witnesses, detainees, or 
otherwise. 

(d) Institution means a U.S. Peniten-
tiary, a Federal Correctional Institu-
tion, a Federal Prison Camp, a Federal 
Detention Center, a Metropolitan Cor-
rectional Center, a Metropolitan De-
tention Center, a U.S. Medical Center 
for Federal Prisoners, a Federal Med-
ical Center, or a Federal Transpor-
tation Center. 

(e) Shall means an obligation is im-
posed. 

(f) May means a discretionary right, 
privilege, or power is conferred. 

(g) May not means a prohibition is 
imposed. 

(h) Contraband is material prohibited 
by law, or by regulation, or material 
which can reasonably be expected to 
cause physical injury or adversely af-
fect the security, safety, or good order 
of the institution. 

(i) Qualified health personnel includes 
physicians, dentists, and other profes-
sional and technical workers who en-
gage in activities within their respec-
tive levels of health care training or 
experience which support, complement, 
or supplement the administration of 
health care. 

[44 FR 38244, June 29, 1979, as amended at 48 
FR 48969, Oct. 21, 1983; 56 FR 31530, July 10, 
1991; 63 FR 55775, Oct. 16, 1998; 66 FR 55065, 
Oct. 31, 2001]

PART 501—SCOPE OF RULES

501.1 Bureau of Prisons emergencies. 
501.2 National security cases. 
501.3 Prevention of acts of violence and ter-

rorism.

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 301; 18 U.S.C. 3621, 3622, 
3624, 4001, 4042, 4081, 4082 (Repealed in part as 
to offenses committed on or after November 
1, 1987), 4161–4166 (Repealed as to offenses 
committed on or after November 1, 1987), 
5006–5024 (Repealed October 12, 1984 as to of-
fenses committed after that date), 5039; 28 
U.S.C. 509, 510.

§ 501.1 Bureau of Prisons emergencies. 

(a) Suspension of rules during an emer-
gency. The Director of the Bureau of 
Prisons (Bureau) may suspend oper-
ation of the rules in this chapter as 
necessary to handle an institutional 
emergency or an emergency affecting 
the Bureau. When there is an institu-
tional emergency which the Director or 
Warden considers a threat to human 
life or safety, the Director or Warden 
may suspend the operation of the rules 
in this chapter as necessary to handle 
the emergency. 

(b) Responsibilities of the Warden— (1) 
Notifying the Director. If the Warden 
suspends operation of the rules, the 
Warden must, within eight hours of the 
suspension, notify the Director by pro-
viding written documentation which: 

(i) Describes the institutional emer-
gency that threatens human life or 
safety; and 

(ii) Sets forth reasons why suspen-
sion of the rules is necessary to handle 
the institutional emergency.
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(2) Submitting certification to Director 
of continuing emergency. 30 days after 
the Warden suspends operation of the 
rules, and every 30 days thereafter, the 
Warden must submit to the Director 
written certification that an institu-
tional emergency threatening human 
life or safety and warranting suspen-
sion of the rules continues to exist. If 
the Warden does not submit this cer-
tification to the Director, or if the Di-
rector so orders at any time, the sus-
pension of the rules will cease. 

[68 FR 18545, Apr. 16, 2003]

§ 501.2 National security cases. 
(a) Upon direction of the Attorney 

General, the Director, Bureau of Pris-
ons, may authorize the Warden to im-
plement special administrative meas-
ures that are reasonably necessary to 
prevent disclosure of classified infor-
mation upon written certification to 
the Attorney General by the head of a 
member agency of the United States 
intelligence community that the unau-
thorized disclosure of such information 
would pose a threat to the national se-
curity and that there is a danger that 
the inmate will disclose such informa-
tion. These special administrative 
measures ordinarily may include hous-
ing the inmate in administrative de-
tention and/or limiting certain privi-
leges, including, but not limited to, 
correspondence, visiting, interviews 
with representatives of the news 
media, and use of the telephone, as is 
reasonably necessary to prevent the 
disclosure of classified information. 
The authority of the Director under 
this paragraph may not be delegated 
below the level of Acting Director. 

(b) Designated staff shall provide to 
the affected inmate, as soon as prac-
ticable, written notification of the re-
strictions imposed and the basis for 
these restrictions. The notice’s state-
ment as to the basis may be limited in 
the interest of prison security or safety 
or national security. The inmate shall 
sign for and receive a copy of the noti-
fication. 

(c) Initial placement of an inmate in 
administrative detention and/or any 
limitation of the inmate’s privileges in 
accordance with paragraph (a) of this 
section may be imposed for a period of 
time as determined by the Director, 

Bureau of Prisons, up to one year. Spe-
cial restrictions imposed in accordance 
with paragraph (a) of this section may 
be extended thereafter by the Director, 
Bureau of Prisons, in increments not to 
exceed one year, but only if the Attor-
ney General receives from the head of a 
member agency of the United States 
intelligence community an additional 
written certification that, based on the 
information available to the agency, 
there is a danger that the inmate will 
disclose classified information and that 
the unauthorized disclosure of such in-
formation would pose a threat to the 
national security. The authority of the 
Director under this paragraph may not 
be delegated below the level of Acting 
Director. 

(d) The affected inmate may seek re-
view of any special restrictions im-
posed in accordance with paragraph (a) 
of this section through the Administra-
tive Remedy Program, 28 CFR part 542. 

(e) Other appropriate officials of the 
Department of Justice having custody 
of persons for whom special adminis-
trative measures are required may ex-
ercise the same authorities under this 
section as the Director of the Bureau of 
Prisons and the Warden. 

[62 FR 33732, June 20, 1997, as amended at 66 
FR 55065, Oct. 31, 2001]

§ 501.3 Prevention of acts of violence 
and terrorism. 

(a) Upon direction of the Attorney 
General, the Director, Bureau of Pris-
ons, may authorize the Warden to im-
plement special administrative meas-
ures that are reasonably necessary to 
protect persons against the risk of 
death or serious bodily injury. These 
procedures may be implemented upon 
written notification to the Director, 
Bureau of Prisons, by the Attorney 
General or, at the Attorney General’s 
direction, by the head of a federal law 
enforcement agency, or the head of a 
member agency of the United States 
intelligence community, that there is a 
substantial risk that a prisoner’s com-
munications or contacts with persons 
could result in death or serious bodily 
injury to persons, or substantial dam-
age to property that would entail the 
risk of death or serious bodily injury to 
persons. These special administrative
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measures ordinarily may include hous-
ing the inmate in administrative de-
tention and/or limiting certain privi-
leges, including, but not limited to, 
correspondence, visiting, interviews 
with representatives of the news 
media, and use of the telephone, as is 
reasonably necessary to protect per-
sons against the risk of acts of violence 
or terrorism. The authority of the Di-
rector under this paragraph may not be 
delegated below the level of Acting Di-
rector. 

(b) Designated staff shall provide to 
the affected inmate, as soon as prac-
ticable, written notification of the re-
strictions imposed and the basis for 
these restrictions. The notice’s state-
ment as to the basis may be limited in 
the interest of prison security or safety 
or to protect against acts of violence or 
terrorism. The inmate shall sign for 
and receive a copy of the notification. 

(c) Initial placement of an inmate in 
administrative detention and/or any 
limitation of the inmate’s privileges in 
accordance with paragraph (a) of this 
section may be imposed for up to 120 
days or, with the approval of the Attor-
ney General, a longer period of time 
not to exceed one year. Special restric-
tions imposed in accordance with para-
graph (a) of this section may be ex-
tended thereafter by the Director, Bu-
reau of Prisons, in increments not to 
exceed one year, upon receipt by the 
Director of an additional written noti-
fication from the Attorney General, or, 
at the Attorney General’s direction, 
from the head of a federal law enforce-
ment agency or the head of a member 
agency of the United States intel-
ligence community, that there con-
tinues to be a substantial risk that the 
inmate’s communications or contacts 
with other persons could result in 
death or serious bodily injury to per-
sons, or substantial damage to prop-
erty that would entail the risk of death 
or serious bodily injury to persons. The 
authority of the Director under this 
paragraph may not be delegated below 
the level of Acting Director. 

(d) In any case where the Attorney 
General specifically so orders, based on 
information from the head of a federal 
law enforcement or intelligence agency 
that reasonable suspicion exists to be-
lieve that a particular inmate may use 

communications with attorneys or 
their agents to further or facilitate 
acts of terrorism, the Director, Bureau 
of Prisons, shall, in addition to the spe-
cial administrative measures imposed 
under paragraph (a) of this section, 
provide appropriate procedures for the 
monitoring or review of communica-
tions between that inmate and attor-
neys or attorneys’ agents who are tra-
ditionally covered by the attorney-cli-
ent privilege, for the purpose of deter-
ring future acts that could result in 
death or serious bodily injury to per-
sons, or substantial damage to prop-
erty that would entail the risk of death 
or serious bodily injury to persons. 

(1) The certification by the Attorney 
General under this paragraph (d) shall 
be in addition to any findings or deter-
minations relating to the need for the 
imposition of other special administra-
tive measures as provided in paragraph 
(a) of this section, but may be incor-
porated into the same document. 

(2) Except in the case of prior court 
authorization, the Director, Bureau of 
Prisons, shall provide written notice to 
the inmate and to the attorneys in-
volved, prior to the initiation of any 
monitoring or review under this para-
graph (d). The notice shall explain: 

(i) That, notwithstanding the provi-
sions of part 540 of this chapter or 
other rules, all communications be-
tween the inmate and attorneys may 
be monitored, to the extent determined 
to be reasonably necessary for the pur-
pose of deterring future acts of vio-
lence or terrorism; 

(ii) That communications between 
the inmate and attorneys or their 
agents are not protected by the attor-
ney-client privilege if they would fa-
cilitate criminal acts or a conspiracy 
to commit criminal acts, or if those 
communications are not related to the 
seeking or providing of legal advice. 

(3) The Director, Bureau of Prisons, 
with the approval of the Assistant At-
torney General for the Criminal Divi-
sion, shall employ appropriate proce-
dures to ensure that all attorney-client 
communications are reviewed for privi-
lege claims and that any properly priv-
ileged materials (including, but not 
limited to, recordings of privileged 
communications) are not retained dur-
ing the course of the monitoring. To
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protect the attorney-client privilege 
and to ensure that the investigation is 
not compromised by exposure to privi-
leged material relating to the inves-
tigation or to defense strategy, a privi-
lege team shall be designated, con-
sisting of individuals not involved in 
the underlying investigation. The mon-
itoring shall be conducted pursuant to 
procedures designed to minimize the 
intrusion into privileged material or 
conversations. Except in cases where 
the person in charge of the privilege 
team determines that acts of violence 
or terrorism are imminent, the privi-
lege team shall not disclose any infor-
mation unless and until such disclosure 
has been approved by a federal judge. 

(e) The affected inmate may seek re-
view of any special restrictions im-
posed in accordance with paragraph (a) 
of this section through the Administra-
tive Remedy Program, 28 CFR part 542. 

(f) Other appropriate officials of the 
Department of Justice having custody 
of persons for whom special adminis-
trative measures are required may ex-
ercise the same authorities under this 
section as the Director of the Bureau of 
Prisons and the Warden. 

[62 FR 33732, June 20, 1997, as amended at 66 
FR 55065, Oct. 31, 2001]

PART 503—BUREAU OF PRISONS 
CENTRAL OFFICE, REGIONAL OF-
FICES, INSTITUTIONS, AND STAFF 
TRAINING CENTERS

Sec.
503.1 Bureau of Prisons Central Office. 
503.2 Bureau of Prisons Northeast Regional 

Office. 
503.3 Bureau of Prisons Mid-Atlantic Re-

gional Office. 
503.4 Bureau of Prisons Southeast Regional 

Office. 
503.5 Bureau of Prisons North Central Re-

gional Office. 
503.6 Bureau of Prisons South Central Re-

gional Office. 
503.7 Bureau of Prisons Western Regional 

Office. 
503.8 Bureau of Prisons Staff Training Cen-

ters.

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 301; 18 U.S.C. 3621, 3622, 
3624, 4001, 4003, 4042, 4081, 4082 (Repealed in 
part as to offenses committed on or after No-
vember 1, 1987), 5006–5024 (Repealed October 
12, 1984 as to offenses committed after that 
date), 5039; 28 U.S.C. 509, 510; 28 CFR 0.95–0.99.

SOURCE: 63 FR 55775, Oct. 16, 1998, unless 
otherwise noted.

§ 503.1 Bureau of Prisons Central Of-
fice. 

The Bureau of Prisons Central Office 
is located at 320 First Street NW., 
Washington, DC 20534.

§ 503.2 Bureau of Prisons Northeast 
Regional Office. 

The Bureau of Prisons Northeast Re-
gional Office is located at U.S. Customs 
House, 7th Floor, 2nd and Chestnut 
Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
19106. The following institutions are lo-
cated within this region. 

(a) United States Penitentiary (USP) 
Lewisburg, Pennsylvania 17837. 

(b) Federal Correctional Institutions 
(FCI): 

(1) FCI Danbury, Connecticut 06811–
3099; 

(2) FCI Fairton, New Jersey 08320; 
(3) FCI Fort Dix, New Jersey 08640; 
(4) FCI Loretto, Pennsylvania 15940; 
(5) FCI McKean, Pennsylvania 16701; 
(6) FCI Otisville, New York 10963; 
(7) FCI Ray Brook, New York 12977; 
(8) FCI Schuylkill, Pennsylvania 

17954. 
(c) Federal Correctional Complex 

(FCC): 
(1) USP Allenwood (High), Pennsyl-

vania 17887; 
(2) FCI Allenwood (Medium), Penn-

sylvania 17887; 
(3) FCI Allenwood (Low), Pennsyl-

vania 17887; 
(4) FPC Allenwood, Pennsylvania 

17752. 
(d) Metropolitan Detention Center 

(MDC) Brooklyn, New York 11232. 
(e) Metropolitan Correctional Center 

(MCC) New York, New York 10007. 
(f) Federal Medical Center (FMC) 

Devens, Massachusetts 10432.

§ 503.3 Bureau of Prisons Mid-Atlantic 
Regional Office. 

The Bureau of Prisons Mid-Atlantic 
Regional Office is located at Junction 
Business Park, 10010 Junction Drive, 
Suite 100N, Annapolis Junction, Mary-
land 20701. The following institutions 
are located within this region. 

(a) United States Penitentiary (USP) 
Terre Haute, Indiana 47808. 

(b) Federal Correctional Institutions 
(FCI):
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